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International Student Transfer Policy

Section 1 - Summary
(1) This Policy outlines the principles by which Victoria University (VU) assesses requests from overseas students
wishing to transfer to or from a VU course, prior to students completing six (6) months of their principal course of
study.

Section 2 - Accountability
Accountable/Responsible Officer Role

Accountable Officer Associate Provost, Students

Responsible Officer Director, Student Administration

Key Decision-making powers under the Policy (if applicable)

(Delegated) Power Role

Final determination of international student transfer requests. Director, Student Administration

Section 3 - Scope
(2) Overseas students (studying onshore).

(3) This Policy applies to overseas students studying on a student visa and whom request a transfer between
Registered Education Providers prior to completing six (6) calendar months from the commencement of their principal
course of study ie:

To VU from another Registered Education Provider.a.
From VU to another Registered Education Provider.b.

Section 4 - Definitions
(4) International Student (Onshore)

(5) Restriction Period

(6) Principal Course of Study
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Section 5 - Policy Statement/Regulation
(7) As one of the most culturally diverse education institutions in Australia, and in recognition of this diversity as an
asset, VU is committed to being a great University of the 21st century by emphasising:

diversity -  by embracing students from diverse countries, cultures and education backgrounds; anda.
inclusivity -  in our students’ experience of University and our approach to students’ life and educationb.
experiences and socioeconomic backgrounds.

(8) VU is committed to:

academic excellence and providing high quality, engaging career-based tertiary education at all levels ofa.
vocational and higher education;
strong international collaboration and partnerships with universities and other partners in other countries inb.
learning and teaching, research and translation;
engaging with industry and the community, both locally and internationally to develop cross-cultural capabilityc.
and foster global citizenship;
enhancing the quality of our students’ experience and outcomes, with an emphasis on career preparedness andd.
development, employability and entrepreneurship, and leadership capability for a global context.

(9) The University respects and acknowledges the contribution of overseas students to our University and the broader
community.

(10) The University values overseas students for the varied perspectives, insights and experiences they bring to our
University community in the area of cultural diversity and internationalisation.

National Code of Practice for Providers of Education and Training to Overseas Students
2018

(11) In accordance with the Education Services for Overseas Students National Code of Practice for Providers of
Education and Training to Overseas Students 2018, the University will not knowingly enrol an overseas student
wishing to transfer from another registered provider’s course prior to the overseas student completing six calendar
months from commencement of their principal course of study, except where any of the following apply:

the releasing registered provider, or the course in which the overseas student is enrolled, has ceased to bea.
registered;
the releasing registered provider has had a sanction imposed on its registration by the ESOS agency thatb.
prevents the overseas student from continuing his or her course at that registered provider;
the releasing registered provider has agreed to the overseas student’s release and recorded the date of effectc.
and reason for release in Provider Registration International Students Management System (PRISMS);
any government sponsor of the overseas student considers the change to be in the overseas student’s bestd.
interests and has provided written support for the change.

(12) When considering a request from an overseas student seeking to transfer, VU is committed to following this Policy
and the International Student Transfer Procedure to assess overseas student transfer requests during the restriction
period.

https://policy.vu.edu.au/directory/summary.php?code=1
https://policy.vu.edu.au/directory/summary.php?code=1
https://policy.vu.edu.au/document/view.php?id=418
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Section 6 - Procedures
(13) See International Student Transfer Procedure.

Section 7 - Guidelines
(14) Nil

https://policy.vu.edu.au/document/view.php?id=418
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Status and Details

Status Historic

Effective Date 28th February 2018

Review Date 28th February 2021

Approval Authority Vice-Chancellor

Approval Date 27th February 2018

Expiry Date 18th May 2021

Accountable Officer
Lisa Line
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Enterprise and Digital
Lisa.Line@vu.edu.au

Responsible Officer
Michelle Gillespie
Chief Student Officer
9919 5106

Enquiries Contact Steve Wright
Director, Admissions, Enrolments, and Graduations

Glossary Terms and Definitions

"International Student (Onshore)" - A person who has been granted a visa by the Department of Home Affairs
which gives them study rights.

"Principal Course of Study" - The main course of study to be undertaken by an overseas student (studying onshore)
where the student visa has been issued for multiple courses, and is usually the final course of study.

"Restriction Period" - Overseas students (studying onshore) wishing to transfer to a different higher education
provider must have completed six months of their principal course of study. Until this time, there are restrictions on
transferring to another provider.


